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Juan Iribarren received a b.f.a from american university, 
Washington, d.c. in 1978. He furthered his studies at the 
université Paris 1 (Panthéon-Sorbonne), Paris, France, where 
he obtained both a Maîtrise d’esthétique in 1982, followed 
by a d.e.a. (advanced Studies Diploma).

Working within the legacy of abstract painting, Iribarren is 
interested  in the seemingly contradictory juxtaposition of 
geometric non-figuration and atmospheric representation. 
His work explores the perceptual  
and relative essence of circumstantial light. In Iribarren's 
paintings, colors, empty fields, and segments shaped by 
gestural brushstrokes, all point  to atmospheric situations, 
specifically, the ever-changing interaction  
of light and shadows on the empty walls in his studio. and 
yet, while remaining faithful to visual events, Iribarren’s 
paintings are conceived  to be experienced as works of 
abstraction. across his canvases, the different viscosities of 
layered brushstrokes generate systems of fractured edges and 
pools of color. apparent geometric structures thus emerge, 
creating a visually perceptive type of abstraction.

In 2000, Iribarren began taking photographs of some of the visual  motifs present in his paintings to be shown 
alongside them.  His photographs record the light circumstances and also underscore  the geometry present in the 
paintings, immediately bringing them together into a flat image. Initially produced to document Iribarren’s process 
of abstraction, his photographs soon began to explore light  falling on his paintings. registering the effect of light on 
color and tone, these photographs also blur the line between what is contained within  Iribarren's canvases and what 
lies beyond them.
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